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Metropolitan Local Aboriginal Land Council (MLALC) 
Roles and Responsibilities for Aboriginal culture and heritage 

 
Metropolitan Local Aboriginal Land Council (MLALC) has since its inception in 1983/84 had 
roles and responsibilities for Aboriginal culture and heritage under NSWALR Act 1983.  

MLALC has below roles and responsibilities for Aboriginal culture and heritage under 
NSWALR Act 1983 Part 5 Division 1A Section 52; 
(4) Aboriginal culture and heritage A Local Aboriginal Land Council has the following 
functions in relation to Aboriginal culture and heritage— 
(a)  to take action to protect the culture and heritage of Aboriginal persons in the 
Council’s area, subject to any other law, 
(b)  to promote awareness in the community of the culture and heritage of Aboriginal 
persons in the Council’s area. 
 
In role of protecting Aboriginal culture, since 1983/84 MLALC has been part of registering 
over 4,500 Aboriginal cultural sites and places and negotiated for creating Aboriginal places 
for undertaking numerous repatriations over four decades it has operated.  

MLALC has also negotiated with NSW Government MeMel Principles of Transfer for MeMel 
in unprecedented hand over and or transfer in Australia of the Island to Aboriginal ownership 
and control based upon New Zealand Wellington Harbour Trust transfer & or hand back of 
the Wellington Islands to Maori ownership and control.  

MLALC notes we currently have no confirmed Aboriginal owners and or Native Title holders, 
under either NSW ALR Act 1983 or Native Title Act 1993, persons who have a proven 
cultural association with the land within MLALC Council’s area at this time.  

MLALC has no current Native Title applications within its Boundaries.  

MLALC has as part of its responsibilities under NSWALR Act 1983 successfully negotiated 
with NSW Government for a Aboriginal Owners project to be undertaken as part of MeMel 
Principles of Transfer process that was announced by Registrar NSW in May 2024. 

MLALC has a demonstrated proven commitment to protecting Aboriginal culture within its 
responsible for through self funding its own Culture Heritage staff, teams & programs over 
the past 40 years and is committed to continuing this.  

For  more information on MLALC you can call us on (02) 8394 9666 or email 
offcieadmin@metrolalc.org.au or visit our website www.metrolalc.org.au 


