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Press release “Aboriginal and Or Traditional peoples of Sydney” 

Metropolitan LALC(MLALC) under NSW Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983 section 52 (4), outlined 
below in bold, has responsibilities and obligations to protect Aboriginal culture heritage within its 
boundaries that includes local government areas of City of Sydney, Inner West, Bayside, Canterbury 
Bankstown, Georges River, North Sydney, Northern Beaches, Lane Cove, Mosman, Willoughby, 
Kuringai, Hornsby, Hills, Hawkesbury, Parramatta, Canada Bay, Strathfield, Cumberland, Burwood, 
Hunters Hill. MLALC Boundaries in Sydney adjoin neighbouring LALCs Deerubbin in west, 
Gandangarra in southwest, Darkinjung in north and La Perouse in east.  

NSWALR Act 1983 section 52  
(4) Aboriginal culture and heritage A Local Aboriginal Land Council has the 
following functions in relation to Aboriginal culture and heritage-- 
(a) to take action to protect the culture and heritage of Aboriginal persons in 
the Council's area, subject to any other law, 
(b) to promote awareness in the community of the culture and heritage of 
Aboriginal persons in the Council's area. 

 
Metropolitan LALC in for filling its responsibilities and obligations for protecting Aboriginal culture 
heritage verify and recognise Patyegarang as Gammeraigal and Colbee as a Gadigal as the sources 
of the first recorded conversations on “Sydney’s Aboriginal language and culture” with British penal 
colony.  
 
Both Patyegarang in conversations with Lt Dawes and Colbee with Daniel Southwell circa 1788/89 
gave the term or word Eora and & Iyora as as meaning the respectively the peoples of Sydney.  The 
records of Lt Dawes and Daneil Southwell are actual and verified sources that are publicly accessible.  
 
Metropolitan LALC is aware in 2025 that individuals and private entities and or corporations promote 
their own culture language or identity as being more appropriate than recognition of Eora apparently 
for their own conflict & or pecuniary interests.  
 
Metropolitan LALC is aware that Eora and & Iyora language and cultural property has been reused, 
rebranded and or plagiarised by more than 2 groups without regards to cultural protocols, referencing 
and qualifying sources for information for various “other” Aboriginal dictionaries and or and now 
apparently being questioned as to its authenticity.  
 
Metropolitan LALC recognise that as at September 2025 has no registered Native Title holders and or 
Aboriginal Owners. This is a fact that Metropolitan LALC has to sadly remind many of when hearing 
claims of individuals and or corporations that A or B or X or Y is a “Traditional owner or custodian”, 
that we do not sadly as yet have any registered Native Title holders and or Aboriginal Owners in 
Metropolitan LALC boundaries.  
 
The facts are the facts and Metropolitan LALC operates based on facts.  
 
Metropolitan LALC has successfully negotiated for NSW Government to undertake Aboriginal owners 
project for hand over and or back of MeMel aka Goat Island that will be undertaken by Office 
Registrar NSW Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983 in near future.  
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Metropolitan LALC cautions all and everyone in Metropolitan LALC boundaries from engaging with 
individuals and or private entities to represent Aboriginal culture heritage and make claims to 
recognise others cultures, languages or identities than Eora given facts that the first 2 recorded 
Aboriginal educators, informants or sources for Sydney gave and give Eora as the name or terms for 
the 1st peoples of Sydney AKA Aboriginal peoples of Sydney and the respective local groups such as 
Gadigal, Gammeraigal or Wangal.  
 
Metropolitan LALC recognises based on evidence of Patyegarang as Gammeraigal and Colbee as a 
Gadigal that the Eora aka the peoples of Sydney includes;  
 
Birrabirragal  
Gadigal  
Wangal  
Wallumattagal  
Gammeraigal  
Bidjigal  
Gannagal  
Borogegal  
Garigal  
Terramattagal  
Burramattagal  
Gannemegal  
Toogagal  
Gameygal  
Gweagal  
 
 
Metropolitan LALC provides this as a resource to assist in recognising the “Aboriginal and Or 
Traditional peoples of Sydney” as the LALC responsible for protecting Aboriginal culture heritage 
across number of Sydney’s respective councils and or local government areas.   
 
For more information on Metropolitan LALC roles, responsibilities or locations its covers refer to 

www.metrolalc.orga.au or contact us via email officeadmin@metrolalc.org.au  

 

Yours in Unity  
 
 
Nathan Moran  
CEO Metropolitan LALC 
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Map based on Eora Mapping 1770-1850 project by NSW Library 

 

 


