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Register of Aboriginal Owners
Me-Mel (Goat Island) Research Project

The Office of the Registrar, Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983 (ORALRA) is undertaking a
research project in the Sydney Harbour area. The aim of the research project is to enable
eligible Aboriginal people to register as Aboriginal Owners for *Me-Mel (Goat Island)
under Part 9 of the Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983.

The research project will focus on gaining a better understanding of the Aboriginal
cultural associations with Me-Mel (Goat Island) within the wider Sydney Harbour area and
the associated Aboriginal traditions, observances, customs, beliefs and history. The aim is
to gather information, including family histories and genealogies, to allow for Aboriginal
people who are descendants of the ‘original Aboriginal inhabitants’ of the Sydney Harbour
region to have their names entered in the Register of Aboriginal Owners for Me-Mel (Goat
Island).

ORALRA will be convening online information sessions:

¢« Tuesday, 16 December 2025 -11:00 am to 12:00 pm (Online)

« Wednesday, 17 December 2025 - 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm (Online)
¢ Thursday, 18 December 2025 - 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm (Online)

« Wednesday,14 January 2026 - 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm (Online)

¢ Friday, 16 January 2026 4:00 pm to 5:00 pm (Online)

Continuing from the online sessions ORALRA will be holding in person information
sessions scheduled for late January 2026 and continuing throughout February 2026

To express your interest in attending the information sessions, learn more about the Me-
Mel (Goat Island) Aboriginal Owners Project and receive the online link, please provide
your contact details via the email aboriginalowners@orlara.nsw.gov.au or telephone (02)
8575 1160.

Additional information about Me-Mel (Goat Island) Transfer Project is available on the
NSW Government Environment and Heritage website
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/parks-reserves-and-protected-areas/park-
management/community-engagement/sydney-harbour-national-park/me-mel-goat-
island/me-mel-transfer-project

*The island is commonly referred to as Me-Mel. Me-Mel is not a formal dual name for the island and further research is
required.




